Bhutan’s Natural Botanical Marvel
				 Rhododendrons !
		

Spring time in Bhutan from April to as far as June the hue of the forests in Bhutan are a
marvel to see. Rhododendron trees and bushes are a splendour of white, violet, pink
and crimson blooms. About 46 species and 10 subspecies of rhododendrons grow wild
all along Bhutan at the temperate and subalpine belt and most of them blossom during
the months of April, May and June and some species push as far as early August. Some
of the species are endemic to Bhutan and many more remain unexplored.

Demography: 1st time Leisure travellers / Traveller.
Duration: 4-7 days
Best to visit: Throughout the year

Best features you will find on this botanical exploration:
** Explore and be overwhelmed by the flowers carpeting the forest floors and trek routes
** The mountain sides embellished with the hues of rhododendrons blooming
** It is also the time when most of the thousands of other species of wild flowering plants in
Bhutan are blooming with vigour.
** Visit the Royal Botanical Park with some of the in situ rhododendron gardens and take the
day hikes through forests with rich biodiversity.
** See some of the rhododendrons which are endemic to Bhutan.
** Attend some of the popular annual festivals like the Paro Tsechu for its grandeur or a
remote local celebration with heart warming interactions.
** Farming activities and traditional rituals some which are queer and astonishing.
** See the ancient Dzongs, temples and stupas crop up at remarkable locations and greet
you with historical significance and spiritual dividend.
** Pass most of the highest passes and roads in the world like the Chelela pass at more than
3700 meters above sea level and view the snow covered peaks and ranges.
** Also savour the delicacies and the home brewed drinks like ara, singchang and
bangchang.
Why is it low carbon:
1

Use of Renewable Energy in operations among tourism stakeholders. (Ex: hotels, lodges
and camping sites)

√

2

Offer Carbon Certified Products and services for tourists (Ex: Natural resources and local
supplies)

√

3

Low Carbon Tourism Products and Services (Tourism value chain measures carbon footprints).

√

4

Low Fuel Consumption Transportation

√

5

Inclusive Tourism Activities with Community (Ex: Community employment, farming and
community activity)

√

6

Low Carbon Tourism Practices (Ex: Guidelines on ecofriendly , sustainable actions )

√

Carbon Indicator in kgCO2 equivalent per guest night (high impact sector - Hotels)

American average = 33

European average = 27.0

Bhutan average = 2.5

